2^ hours without food, 7. AnahftraEiofaLetter 
fromyixMczihcotto Mr:.]. Flamfteed Aftron.Reg. 
from Cabo Cors Caille on the coaft ^/Guiney Dec. 
14, 16^^. concerning the J'ldeonthat Coail, Va- 
riation 0/ /^e Needle, &c. An account of a Book-p 
Martini Lifter M. D. e S. R. Lond. de FONTlBvS 
MEMCATIS Anglic, Exercitatio altera. Londi- 
ni. in Oftav. 1684. 




A Letter from the learned and ingeniomMx.^^ill MolynomiSecretary 

to the Society of Dublin, to Will. Mufgrave L L. B. Fellow of 
New Colledge, and Secretary to the pKilofopliical Society of 

Oxford, for ad'vancement of natural Knowledge ; concerning Lougli 

Neagh /?^ Ireland, and #/ petrifying Qualitys. 

N Anfwer to the Oxford Society s Query concerning our Lough 
Neagh znd its Petrifying Qualitys, I make this return. 
iTXhat it is generally agreed by all the Inhabitants there- 
abouts, that it has that Muality, but yet I have a Letter by me 
from a Gentleman (unknown to me, and therefore I will not 
promife for his Credit or the FideHty of his enquiry ) that 
that pojStively denies that there is any fuch thing,^ but aflerts 
that the Stones^ that are brought to wszs fetryfyd Wocd^ are 
found deep in Sand Hills in the Country adjoyning to the Lough^ 
aliedging as an experiment, that a Gentleman of his Acquain- 
tance,ftuck an Oakdake into the Lomgh tweJity years ago, which 
there remains unaltered. But I conceive this AHertion to be 
without ground, and the experiment's falfly made ; For firft 
^VS agreedby all that no IVood will Fetrifie in this L;^^^,except HoU 
lySo that his applying an Oak Hah was improper ; Secondly,fbr 
their being found in Sand HtUs^ they may eaiily be fuppofed in 
procefs of time to have been brought thither, and left there : 
tor I do not find he aifferts that they are found fo deep in thofe 
/Ms that have not been dug up s and thirdly, it is with fome 
probability aflerted (and 1 have a Letter from an underftan- 
aing Perfon thereabouts confirming itj that the Earth about 
Lough Neagh has this Petrifying ^^uality^ and we may well imagine 

that thele fand Hills efpeciaily, are not deftitute thereof s 

For 



For I am certainly informed, that a Gentleman of thoComtry a- 
bout this Lough a little before the Rebellion cut clown lomc 
1 iraberfor building, and amongit others cut clown a large 
HoUj Tree^ but being diverted by the Rtk-^roh from building, 
hhTml^er lay on the ground in the place wiicre it -was fcllci, 
upon the banks of the /-^^w/^, all the mi fern blc tniK: of the 
War; tillat lall, the i^meJ/^w being fetled, the ^^r^^/Zr/^^^// went 
to look for his Timber^ and found the other Tlmkr (jvergrown 
with mofs, and the H# petrified, tho the If^'.^.^^rof the i>^^^|/? 
had never reaclVd it, 

a, 1 Query whether the Hollj it felf, that grows upon the 
Bavks of this Loug/j^ may not be more apt to he iitnfi'd^ 
tlien the fame wood growing other where, and brought thi- 
ther, and put into the Lough^ for certainly if the ground has 
this Quahty, this is very hkely to follow. 

3 . That what we call D^ugh Neagh fione was once Woofl^ls mofl 
probable on thefe accounts, firft it will not i-Z^r with yictds^ 
which is a property obferved by Dr. Gnw on iome fetnfyed 
Woods^xn the Aduimm R. S, p. 270. tho the Dr, does there make 
it an Argument for his fufped:ing they are L^puks jm gemns. 
Secondly, theLe^/^i? Neagh Hone will burn and flame ; and the 
imoak of it fmells like the fmoak of wood. Thirdly, when 
burnt it betrays the very Urmn of W(^od^ with the other vef- 
fels belonging to Vegetables. But that which confirms me a- 
bove all, that thefe Stme$w^xc oncclVoodis^ becaufcl have 
many of them by me of various Degrees of Pemjicauon^ i fup. 
pofe according to the time they remained in the JVater^ which 
1 could never hear jultly determined ; fome that have clearly 
loll the colour oiWood^znd are become perfectly blacky and ve- 
ry hard ', others that are not fo Mack nor hard ; But one more 
cfp>ecially was fent me about a year ago, wliich is a P'^V'/Hek- 
ftped of about four Inches long and an^Jnch thick, cut I fup- 
pofe whilit /^W into that fhape purpofely, wholTe outward 
coat is very black and linooth, but this is meerly fupcrficial, 
for being cleft loogv/ife through the middle (which it fuller ci 
far more eahly then, that which is more throughly petrifyedj 
I there difcovered the v/holc body perfectly of the colour 
and grain of iMj^ for I can fcrape it with my nail ; but what 
was molt furprihng in it was the clifcovery of the Puh^as plain- 
ly and as perfcdlly diftindt in colour and texture from the reft 
(but it alfo was Petnffd) as it could poilibly have been fecti 
m the natural PFcod ^ That tliis piece v/hcn wood was cut in» 

Q^ 2 to 



to this fhape on piirpofe to try the Experiment, I am induced to 
believe on thefc accounts, firft no Tree grows in the fhape of 
a Parallel fifed j and that this is not a Stom appears from the in- 
ward texture, differing fo much from the outward coat, and 
from the fmoothnefs of the outward coat, and ruffhefs in- 
wardly, which fmoothnefs could never be induced liiice it 
was a Stone^ for if you grind it> io as in the lealt to wear off 
the outward black coat, the rough white inlidelhews itfelf 
immediately. 
4- What the Learned Phyfician Jnfdm Boetius afTerts in his 

Hishrm laptdum & Gemmarum is certainly falfe, ^nx.. That that 

part of the Wood that is buried in the Mud will become Iron^, 
that part toticlVd by the Water becomes Ston ,, and that above 
the Water remains Wood^ for I never have feen or could hear 
of any part of the Stom in the leaft refembhng Iron. 

5^. I have ufed fome endeavours to procure a piece of this 
Lough Neafrh fione to ^ivhXch thcWoodw^s yet taftued, but I ne- 
ver coulcl attain it, tho fome aflert they have feen pieces 2 
or 3 foot long with about 8 or 10 inches of shne and the relt 
Wood, Tho I am apt to believe this may be ftretching the 
matter too far, for I conceive that that Humour that i-'etrtfi^s 
one part, when it begins to operate, infinuates it lelf foon 
throughout the whole body. 

6. X is obferved that this fctrifymg Quality is not equally dif- 
fuied throughout the whole Lough (which is about 15; or 16 
miles long, and 8 or 9 miles broad in all places) but is molt 
ftrong about that part where the black Wster (a River fo calfd) 
empty s itfelf into this Lough^ that is about the Southweft Cor- 
ner ; as hkewife 'tis faid to be more ftrong about the Edges 
of the LoHgh, then further into the ^ater, 

7. It was queried a while ago by an Ingenious and Learn- 
ed Member of the Rojal S. Mr. tially^ whether Dmgh Neagh Horn 

were not Magmtical^ for he was told it was ^ bat upon tryal I 
find it is not, for it will not ftir a A^^^^ or Steel filmgs^ neither 
will it apply to the Magnn^m powder or calcined. 

This is all that offers it felf at prefent relating to the Query 
of the )xford Society^ if aoy thing more occur, tiiey ihall be in- 
formed thereof by 

Their moft Obliged 

Humble Servant 

William Molynmy:^ 



